About the Art Program
Sowams School
_______________________________

Art Instructor: Amy Gusetti 
Philosophy

Since the origins of mankind and across all cultures, Art has described, defined, and deepened human experience. People everywhere have an abiding need to search for meaning- to connect time and space, experience and event, body and spirit, and intellect and emotion. People create Art to make these connections. Art enriches our lives. It enhances our power of observation and elicits in us the expertise to assess and solve problems with ingenuity and skill. Art is deeply embedded in our daily lives. We value it for itself and because we do, we believe that both comprehending and creating art is fundamental to the healthy development of our children’s minds and spirits.
Program Goals

*Provide a program that promotes the study of art through creation, perception and analysis, historical study and interdisciplinary relationships.

* Promote new ways of thinking, working, listening, communicating, reasoning, and investigation.

*Develop an understanding of the disciplines of visual art, their relationship to all areas of educational pursuit, and their contribution to cultural literacy.

* Provide a cohesive, consistent and sequential program that will encourage personal growth through the discovery, exploration, and creation of art.

*Ensure that all students have an understanding of the elements and principles of design. These are the building blocks of all artistic endeavors.

Elements of Design include:  line, shape, form, space, texture, value, and color.
Principles of Design include:  unity, balance, emphasis, rhythm, movement,  contrast, and pattern.
Mission 
The mission of the Barrington Art Curriculum is to prepare all students to become aesthetically literate by utilizing art processes and materials, creative problem solving, historical and cultural learning, and technology.

Barrington Public Schools Art Standards
1. Students will engage in self and group expression by creating, producing, and exhibiting original or interpretative work.

2.  Students will make aesthetic judgments about works produced by themselves and others.

3.  Students will demonstrate knowledge and skills in the arts through the use of basic vocabulary, materials, tools, techniques, and technology.

4. Students will demonstrate an understanding of the role of the arts within cultural, historical, and social contexts.

5. Students will relate various types of art knowledge and skills within and across the arts and other content areas.
What’s Happening
To learn what is happening in the art room please be sure to check the Sowams Pipeline and my webpage (currently under construction). You will find descriptions of  the art lessons, samples of student work, links to great websites, and information about arts events in our area.
