Office Referral Definitions

	Minor Problem Behavior
	Definition

	Inappropriate language
	Name calling or use of words in a malicious manner

	Physical contact
	Negative inappropriate physical contact

	Defiance/disrespect
	Failure to respond to adult request

	Disruption
	Inappropriate disruption impacting the learning environment 

	Property damage
	Impairment of school or personal property

	Lying/cheating
	Student delivers message that is untrue and/or deliberately violates rules and/or others


	Major Problem Behavior
	Definition

	Abusive language
	Verbal messages that include swearing or threats

	Fighting/physical aggression
	Intentional actions involving serious physical contact where injury may occur

(e.g., hitting, punching, hitting with an object, kicking, hair pulling, scratching, etc.)

	Overt defiance/disrespect
	Refusal to follow adult directions, talking back and/or inappropriate gestures

	Disruption
	Behavior causing an interruption in a class or activity including sustained: loud talk, yelling, or screaming; noise with materials; horseplay or roughhousing; and/or out of seat behavior.

	Property damage
	Student deliberately misuses or destroys property.

	Bullying
	Student delivers disrespectful messages (verbal or gestural) to another person that includes threats and intimidation, obscene gestures, pictures, or written notes.  Disrespectful messages include negative comments based on race, religion, gender, age, and/or national origin; sustained or intense verbal attacks based on ethnic origin, disabilities or other personal matters.


	Forgery/theft
	Student is in possession of or being responsible for removing someone else’s property or has signed a person’s name without that person’s permission.

	Weapons
	Student is in possession of knives or guns (real or look alike), or other objects readily capable of causing bodily harm.


